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Parable (par-a-ble [noun]) 
- An earthly story with a heavenly (spiritual) 
meaning. 
- From the Greek word which means "to place 
beside" or "to compare together" 
- "A comparison in which two things or processes 
from different fields are set side by side so that 
in virtue of the similarity the unknown may 
elucidated by the known" (TDNT vol. 5, p575). 
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JESUS’ KINGDOM PARABLES             Sandi Smith 

 

What is a kingdom? 

 

 

 

 

PARABLE OF THE SOWER AND THE SEED 

           Matthew 13          Mark 4        Luke 8 

1.  

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

4. 

 

 

1. Roadside 

 

2. Rocky 

 

3. Thorny 

 

4. Good 
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SONNET 116 – William Shakespeare 
Let me not to the marriage of true minds 
Admit impediments. Love is not love 
Which alters when it alteration finds, 
Or bends with the remover to remove: 
O no; it is an ever-fixed mark,  
That looks on tempests, and is never shaken; 
It is the star to every wandering bark, 
Whose worth's unknown, although his height be taken. 
Love's not Time's fool, though rosy lips and cheeks  
Within his bending sickle's compass come;  
Love alters not with his brief hours and weeks,  
But bears it out even to the edge of doom. 
   If this be error and upon me proved, 
   I never writ, nor no man ever loved. 

 

This little light of mine . . . 

 

 

What does this teach us about the kingdom? 

 

 

 

PARABLE OF THE TARES AND THE WHEAT 

 Matthew 13 

 

1. While you were sleeping 

 

 

2. The enemy 
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3.  Wheat vs Tares (Darnel) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. The Harvest 

 

 

 

Sower 

 Good seed 

 Bad seed 

Field 

Good seed 

Tares 

Harvest 

Reapers 

 

What does this teach us about the kingdom? 
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PARABLE OF THE MUSTARD SEED 

Matthew 13        Mark 4            Luke 13 

1. Origin 

 

 

2. Size 

 

 

3. Fruit 

 

What does this teach us about the kingdom? 

 

PARABLE OF LEAVEN 

  Matthew 13     Luke 13 

1.  

 

 

2. 

 

 

What does this teach us about the kingdom? 
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PARABLE OF THE HIDDEN TREASURE 

Matthew 13 

1. What 

 

2. Who 

 

3. Why 

 

4. Fruit 

 

What does this teach us about the kingdom? 

 

 

 

PARABLE OF THE PEARL OF GREAT VALUE 

Matthew 13 

1. Who 

 

2. What 

 

3. Fruit 

 

What does this teach us about the kingdom? 
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PARABLE OF THE NET OF FISH 

 Matthew 13 

1. What 

 

2. Why 

 

What does this teach us about the kingdom? 

 

 

 

PARABLE OF THE VINEYARD OWNER & LABORERS 

 Matthew 20 

1. Who 

 

 

2. What 

 

 

3. When 

 

 

What does this teach us about the kingdom? 
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PARABLE OF THE TWO SONS 

 Matthew 21 

Son 1.  

 

Son 2.  

 

Father 

 

What does this teach us about the kingdom? 

 

 

 

PARABLE OF THE LANDOWNER AND THE VINEGROWERS 

Matthew 21        Mark 12            Luke 20 

1. 

 
2. 

 

3. 

 
4. 

 

What does this teach us about the kingdom? 
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PARABLE OF THE MYSTERIOUS SEED 

 Mark 4 

1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

4. 

 

What does this teach us about the kingdom? 

 

 

 

PARABLE OF THE GREAT FEAST 

 Luke 14 

1.  

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

4. 

 

5. 

 

What does this teach us about the kingdom? 
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Kayla Hyde volunteered to speak for us to make herself leave the comfort 
zone of ice-breakers and gift presentations. She is married to Drew  who 
preaches for the congregation in Meridian, Texas and with whom she 
raises six children. In her spare time Kayla homeschools, drives a pro-bono 
taxi, and makes lists.  
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PARABLE – The Unforgiving Servant (Mt 18:21) 

PEOPLE & PLACE- Disciples, Peter   

POINT-      _________ from your ________. 

 

PERSONAL-  

 

 

 

PARALLEL- 

 

 

 

PARABLE – The Two Debtors (Lk 7:36) 

PEOPLE & PLACE- At a Pharisee’s house, Simon and Ms. Sinner 

POINT- He who ______ much _______ much. 

 

PERSONAL-  

 

 

PARALLEL- 
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PARABLE – The Unworthy Servant (Lk 17:7) 

PEOPLE & PLACE- Disciples, Apostles  

POINT- Do what is your ______.  

 

PERSONAL-  

 

 

PARALLEL- 

 

 

PARABLE – The Lost Sheep (Lk 15:1) 

PEOPLE & PLACE- Tax Collectors, Sinners  

POINT- There is ______ over every single penitent ________.  

 

PERSONAL-  

 

 

PARALLEL- 
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PARABLE – The Lost Coin (Lk 15:8) 

PEOPLE & PLACE- same Tax Collectors and Sinners  

POINT- There is _____ over every _______ ________ sinner.  

 

PERSONAL-  

 

 

 

PARALLEL- 

 

 

PARABLE – The Lost Son (Lk 15:11) 

PEOPLE & PLACE- same ol Tax Collectors and Sinners 

POINT- It is appropriate to _______ over a penitent ________.  

 

PERSONAL-    

 

 

PARALLEL- 
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What does your prayer look like to God? 

Where do you pray? 

When do you pray? 

How often do you pray? 

What causes you to fall to your knees to pray? 

Of what does your prayer consist?  
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The Parables on Prayer 

Carole Moore 
Texas Ladies in Christ Retreat 

October 2021 

I. Introduction 
a. 1 timothy 2:1-6,8 
b. 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18 
c. James 5:16 

II. The Parable of the Friend at midnight (Luke 11:5-10) 
a. Background 

b. Summary 

III. The Parable of the Persistent widow (Luke 18:1-8) 
a. Background 

b. Summary 

IV. The Parable of the Pharisee and the Publican (Luke 18:9-14) 
a. Background 

b. Summary 

V. Insights gleaned from the Prayer Parables  
1) There is a responsibility and obligation to pray. Men “ought always to pray and 

not lose heart” (Luke 18:1).  
a. We need God 

b. God expects us to seek Him for help 

c. Jesus set the example to pray for others 

d. The Psalmist tells us to pray throughout the day 
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i. We must do our part (Hebrews 8:26) 

e. Samuel declared that he would not cease praying for the Israelites because 
it would be a sin against the LORD  

1) There are requirements with prayer. 
a. Be pure. A righteous attitude is essential 

b. Be obedient to God. He hears the prayers of His elect. 

c. Be direct.  

d. Be definitive. The friend in need asked for specifics (i.e., 3 loaves) not 
generalizations. We also need to list specific blessings, needs, people, 
and specific faults and sins. 

e. Be sincere. The host and the widow were sincere in their requests. As was 
Jesus in so many of His prayers. With our sincerity must come the attitude 
and willingness to do all we can to make the answer to that request come 
true.  

f. Be earnest. Consider Jesus as He prayed on Mount Olive prior to HIs 
crucifixion… 

g. Be persistent. This is the main point of two of these parables… the host 
beat on his friend’s door until he answered. The widow returned time and 
again to plead with the judge. 

h. Be humble in attitude. It is one thing to be confident in one’s relationship 
with God and His promise to answer prayers, and another to believe that 
one is superior than those around because of your relationship with God 
or worse, think that you are able to resolve issues without the help of God. 

i. Be with understanding. 
  

j. Be quiet. Don’t make a scene to draw attention to self; attention is to be 
directed always to God the Father 

k. Be hopeful. Do not become discouraged when prayers are not 
immediately answered per our desires! 

l. Be patient. God will answer prayer in His timeline and in the manner which 
is best for His church…  
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a. Be not anxious. God provides for the great and the small as noted in 
Matthew 6:25-34; Luke 12:22-34) 

  
1) There are rewards with prayer. 

a. We won’t leave empty handed; our efforts will be favorably rewarded.  

b. Remain mindful that not all prayers are answered as we wish… 
i. David’s son died (2 Samuel 12:15-24) 
ii.Paul was never rid (to our knowledge) of his thorn in his flesh (2  

Corinthians 12:7-9) 
c. God knows the future which we cannot see; therefore, some of our 

prayers may bring more harm if they were answered. 
   

d. God will avenge the wrongs done to His children 
  

e. “The perfect prayer is the outpouring of a strong, intense desire, but with 
the humble resignation ‘Not my will, but thy will be done.’” (Neil Lightfoot, 
Part 1; p. 69).  

f. Reflected in Christ’s prayer to the Father in Luke 22:42 

2) There is power in prayer. 
a. Consider Elijah in 1 Kings 17:1-7 (c.f., James 5:17-18).  

b. Hezekiah was sick unto death and prayed to God (Isaiah 38:1-5) 

c. Prayer was lifted up on behalf of Peter while in prison as mentioned 
earlier; 

d. James 5:13-16 guides the faithful to prayer 

e. How often did the Moses, David, the apostles and others turn to God in 
their need, and in which He answered?! 

3) There is a purpose in prayer: 
a. To praise God 

b. To discover & learn God’s message of salvation 

c. To increase wisdom 
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a. To help with trouble 

b. To ask for spiritual cleansing from sin 

c. To strengthen resolve, restore the soul, in service to God  
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Leah Hopkins is a 2009 graduate of Southwest School of Bible 
Studies and has been married to Justin for almost 14 years. She has 

written several books, published by Azimuth Media. She homeschools 
their three sons, loves graphic design, painting old furniture, and 

wakes up in the middle of the night thinking of ways to make better 
biscuits. When she’s not designing, teaching, or baking yummy 
things, she likes to read and take naps, but not at the same time. 
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Wendy Gibson 

 
Wendy grew up near Baytown, Texas.  She has been married to Matthew 
for 26 years.  They have worked in congregations in San Antonio, Hondo, 
and Corpus Christi.  They have done mission work in Jamaica.  Matthew is 
a full-time instructor for the Southwest School of Biblical Studies in Austin 
and Wendy is one of the teachers for the Christian Women’s Study which is 
available for the wives of students.  They have four sons and two 
daughters-in-love (Jacob & Lindsey, Luke & Alyssa, Seth and Timothy).  
They are nearing the end of their homeschooling journey.  Wendy works for 
Chick-fil-a with her two youngest sons.  During her free time (haha), she 
likes to craft, play games with family and read.  
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PREPAREDNESS PARABLES 

 

What steps did you take to prepare yourself to be at TLC this weekend? 

 

 

The significance of the timing of Jesus teaching these parables: 

 

 

I.  The Barren Fig Tree (Luke 13:6-10) 

Context: When? ______________________________________________ 

Where? _____________________________________________________ 

 

Audience: 

 

Luke13:1-5 - 

 

 

Luke 13:6-10 –  

 

Verse 7 says the unfruitful tree “______________________ the ground.”   

 

 

Broader meaning of the parable – These three years represented _______ 

____________________________________________________________ 
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Luke 13:23-30 Jesus is asked if there will be _______________who will be 

____________________. 

 

Verse 29 foretells of the ___________________ hearing and obeying the 

Gospel. 

This is not to be confused with Matthew 21:17-22. 

Application: 

 

 

 
II.  The Unjust Steward (Luke 16:1-13) 
 

Context: When? ______________________________________________ 

Where? _____________________________________________________ 

 

 

Audience: 

 

Luke 16:1-3 – What is a steward? 

 

 

Luke 16:3 – “…I cannot dig…”  

 

 

Luke 16:3 says, “…to beg I am ashamed.”   
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What does the steward do in Luke 16:5-7? 

 

 

What is the reaction of the lord in verse 8? 

 

Who approved of the steward’s actions? 

 

 

Did he do the right thing? 

 

 

Application –  

 

 

Compare to Luke 16:10-11. 

 

 

Questions to consider about our stewardship and the accounting we will 

give to God on the Day of Judgment –  
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III.  Marriage Feast of the King’s Son (Matthew 22) 
 

Context: When? ______________________________________________ 

Where? _____________________________________________________ 

 

 

Audience: 

 

Matt. 21:28-32 is the parable of the man with t____________ s__________ 

who he told to go work in the vineyard.   

The first son represented _______________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

The second son represented ____________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

In Matthew 21:33-46 Jesus tells the Parable of the Householder and the 

H_____________. 

 

 

Both of these parables tell of the Jews’ ____________________________ 

 

Matt. 21:45-46 shows the reaction of the Pharisees. 
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Matthew 22 begins with the Marriage F_______________ of the King’s 

S__________________.  

 

Verse 3, those who were invited __________________________________ 

 

 Responses to the invitation in verses 4-6: 

 

 

King’s reaction and response in Matt. 22:7-10 – 

 

 

 

Matthew 22:11- 14 Parable of the Wedding Garment (continuation from 

Marriage Feast.) 

 

 

 

 

Application –  
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IV.  The Parable of the Ten Virgins (Matthew 25:1-13) 
 

Context: When? ______________________________________________ 

Where? _____________________________________________________ 

 

 

Audience: 

 

 

Jesus tells a parable of two servants, one w__________________ and one 

f______________.  (Matthew 24:45-51). 

 

Matthew 25:1-13 –  

Why were five virgins wise? 

 

Why were five virgins foolish? 

 

 

Admonition verses – Matt. 24:42,44 & Matt. 25:11 –  

 

 

Application -  
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PARABLES IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER 
 
 

PARABLES WHERE SPOKEN WHERE RECORDED 
GALILEAN MINISTRY   

Second Period   

1. The Two Debtors [Capernaum] Luke 7:41-50 
2. The Sower Seashore of Galiliee Matt. 13:1-23, Mk 4:1-20, Lu. 8:4-15 
3. The Seed Seashore of Galiliee Mk. 4:26-29 
4. The Tares Seashore of Galiliee Matt. 13:24-30, 36-43 
5. The Mustard Seed Seashore of Galiliee Matt. 13:31-32, MK. 4:30-32 
6. The Leaven Seashore of Galiliee Matt. 13:33 
7. The Hidden Treasure Seashore of Galiliee Matt. 13:44 
8. The Costly Pearl Seashore of Galiliee Matt. 13:45-46 
9. The Drag-net Seashore of Galiliee Matt. 13:47-50 

Third Period   

10. The Wicked Servant Capernaum Matt. 18:21-35 
   

PEREAN MINISTRY   

11. The Good Samaritan Near Jerusalem Lu. 10:25-37 
12. The Rich Fool Galilee Lu. 12:16-21 
13. The Barren Fig Tree Galilee Lu. 13:6-9 
14. The Wedding Guest Galilee Lu. 14:7-11 
15. The Great Supper Perea Lu. 14:15-24 
16. Counting the Cost Perea Lu. 14:25-35 
17. The Lost Sheep Perea Lu. 15:1-7 
18. The Lost Coin Perea Lu. 15:8-10 
19. The Prodigal Coin Perea Lu. 15:11-32 
20. The Unjust Steward Perea Lu. 16:1-13 
21. The Rich Man and Lazarus Perea Lu. 16:19-31 
22. The Unprofitable Servant Perea Lu.17:1-10 
23. The Unjust Judge Perea Lu. 18:1-8 
24. The Pharisee and Publican Perea Lu. 18:9-14 
25. The Laborers in the Vineyard Perea Matt. 20:1-16 
26. The Pounds Jericho Lu. 19:11-28 

  
 

 
THE PASSION WEEK   

Tuesday   

27. The Two Sons Jerusalem Matt. 21:28-32 
28. The Wicked Husbandmen Jerusalem Matt. 21:33-44, Mk. 12:1-12, Lu. 20:9-19 
29. The Marriage of The King’s Son Jerusalem Matt. 22:1-14 
30. The Ten Virgins Mount of Olives Matt. 25:1-13 
31. The Talents Mount of Olives Matt. 25:14-30 
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Parables of Jesus Christ  
This is a complete list of the parables of Jesus Christ. A parable is an earthly story 
with a spiritual truth. This list of parables is alphabetically arranged.  

 Parable  Matthew  Mark  Luke  John 
 Alert servants     13:33-37     
 Barren fig tree      13:6-9   
 Bread of life        6:31-38 
 Budding fig tree  24:32-35  13:28-32  21:29-33   
 Children in market  11:16-19    7:31-35   
 Christian light  5:14-16  4:21-23  8:16-18   
 Dinner guests      14:15-24   
 Divided kingdom  12:24-30  3:22-27  11:14-23   
 Feast invitations      14:12-14   
 Friend at midnight      11:5-13   
 Good Samaritan      10:25-37   
 Good shepherd        10:1-18 
 Great physician  9:10-13  2:15-17  5:29-32   
 Grooms attendants  9:14-15  2:18-20  5:33-35   
 Growing seed    4:26-29     
 Hidden treasure  13:44       
 Householder  13:52       
 Humbled guest      14:7-11   
 King's war plans      14:31-33   
 Laborers in vineyard  20:1-16       
 Landowner  21:33-46  12:1-12  20:9-18   
 Leaven  13:33    13:20-21   
 Lost coin      15:8-10   
 Lost sheep      15:4-7   
 Marriage feast  22:1-14       
 Mustard seed  13:31-32  4:30-32  13:18-19   
 Net of fish  13:47-50       
 New cloth  9:16  2:21  5:36   
 New wine  9:17  2:22  5:37-39   
 Pearl of great price  13:45-46       
 Pharisee and tax collector     18:9-14   
 Prodigal son      15:11-32   
 Rich man & Lazarus      16:19-31   
 Rich fool      12:16-21   
 Salt without taste  5:13  9:50  14:34-35   
 Servant's duty      17:7-10   
 Sheep and goats  25:31-46       
 Sign of Jonah  12:38-42    11:29-32   
 Tares in field (part 1)  13:24-30       
 Tares in field (part 2)  13:36-43       
 Ten Minas      19:11-27   
 Ten talents  25:14-30       TLC  
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 Ten virgins  25:1-13       
 The Sower (part 1)  13:3-9  4:3-20 8:4-15   
 The Sower (part 2)  13:18-23       
 Two debtors      7:41-43   
 Two sons  21:28-32       
 Unclean spirit  12:43-45    11:24-26  
 Unjust judge      18:1-8   
 Unjust steward      16:1-13   
 Unmerciful servant  18:21-35       
 Unprepared builder     14:28-30  
 Vine and branches        15:1-17
 Watching servants      12:35-40  
 Wise builder  7:24-27    6:47-49   
 Wise servant  24:45-51       
 Wise steward      12:42-48 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Author unknown 
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Retreat Survey 
 

Help us make the Texas Ladies in Christ Retreat even better next year!  

Give us your thoughts… 

 

Favorite Parts: 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

Least Favorite Parts: 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

Suggestions: 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

 


