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It’s A Matter of Character 
Matthew 5:3-12 

 
Marking the Text: Matthew 5:3-12 
 
NKJV 

 
3 Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

For theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. 

4 Blessed are those who mourn, 

For they shall be comforted. 

5 Blessed are the meek, For they 

shall inherit the earth. 

6 Blessed are those who hunger 

and thirst for righteousness for 

they shall be filled. 

7 Blessed are the merciful, For 

they shall obtain mercy. 

8 Blessed are the pure in heart, 

For they shall see God. 

9 Blessed are the peacemakers, 

For they shall be called sons of 

God. 

NASB (1995) 
 
3 Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. 

4 Blessed are those who mourn, 

for they shall be comforted. 

5 Blessed are the gentle, for they 

shall inherit the earth. 

6 Blessed are those who hunger 

and thirst for righteousness, for 

they shall be satisfied. 

7 Blessed are the merciful, for 

they shall receive mercy. 

8 Blessed are the pure in heart, 

for they shall see God. 

9 Blessed are the peacemakers, 

for they shall be called sons of 

God. 
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10 Blessed are those who are 

persecuted for righteousness’ 

sake, For theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven. 

11 Blessed are you when they 

revile and persecute you, and 

say all kinds of evil against you 

falsely for My sake. 

 
 
12 Rejoice and be exceedingly 

glad, for great is your reward in 

heaven, for so they persecuted 

the prophets who were before 

you. 

10 Blessed are those who have 

been persecuted for the sake of 

righteousness, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. 

11 Blessed are you 
 

when people insult you and 

persecute you, and falsely say 

all kinds of evil against you 

because of Me. 

12 Rejoice and be glad, for your 

reward in heaven is great; for in 

the same way they persecuted 

the prophets who were before 

you. 
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Observing the Text 
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Examining the Blessings 

 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed 

us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ. 
Ephesians 1:3 

 
3 …For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 …For they shall be comforted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 …For they shall inherit the earth. 
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6 …For they shall be filled. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7 …For they shall obtain mercy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 …For they shall see God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9 …For they shall be called sons of God. 
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10 …For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11-12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, 

for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summing Up the Blessings 
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Examining the Characteristics 
 

If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are 
above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind on 

things above, not on things on the earth. For you died, and your life is 
hidden with Christ in God. 

Colossians 3:1-3 
 
3 Blessed are the poor in spirit… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 Blessed are those who mourn… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 Blessed are the meek… 
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6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7 Blessed are the merciful… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8 Blessed are the pure in heart… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9 Blessed are the peacemakers… 



   
 

11 
 

10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11-12 Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all 

kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake… 

 
 
 
 
 
Summing Up the Characteristics 
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Surveying the Character of God’s Faithful 
 

But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you shortly… 
But you know his proven character, that as a son with his father he served 

with me in the gospel. 
Philippians 2:19-22 
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Pursuing and Practicing Christ-like Character 
 

Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ. 

1 Corinthians 11:1 
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The Sermon on the Mount:  Righteousness Overviewed 
It’s a Matter of … Influence_______________________ 
Matthew 5:13-16 

 
I.  The _______________________ of Influence is sometimes 

 
 
 ______________________   to   _____________________. 
 
 

 

A.       Notice the personal ________________________. 
 

 

B.    Church/Kingdom = _________________________.  
 

 

C.   Our Identity is _________   _________________. 
 

 

D.    We are God’s means for ___________________ His  
 

___________________________. 

 

 

II. Salt has to do with our ________________________. 
 

 

A.   Salt _______________________. 
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Matthew 5:13-16 
 

B.   Salt ______________________. 
 

 

C.   How does salt lose its saltiness? 
 

 

III.  Light has to do with our ___________________________. 
 
 
 

A.   Origin of light 
 
 
 

1.   God is light. 
 

 

2.   ___________________ is the light of the world. 
 

 

3.   _________________  and  _______________ 
 

 

4.   _______________, after being in God’s presence – 
 

 

_____________  _______________  _______________ 
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Matthew 5:13-16 
 
 

5.   As disciples, we are to __________________   
 

 
God’s/Jesus’ light. 
 
 
 

B.    Light  ______________________ 
 
 
 

C.   Prosper  ______________________ 
 
 
 

Summary and Conclusion 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Be these! 
 

Matthew 5:13-16 
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Respect for God and His Word 
Lisa Hendrix 

Matthew 5:17-48 

 

 

1. Relationship of Christ with the Law (vs 17-18) 
 
 
 

2. Responsibility of Everyone towards the Law (v 19) 

 

 

3. Righteousness that Surpasses (v 20) 

 

 

4. Reevaluating Commands from the Law (vs 21-48) 
a. Murder/Anger (vs 21-26) 

i. This is what you’ve heard: 

 

ii. This is what you need to know: 
 
 
 

b. Lust (vs 27-30) 
i. This is what you’ve heard: 

 

ii. This is what you need to know: 
 
 
 



    

20 
 

c. Divorce (vs 31-32) 
i. This is what you’ve heard: 

 
 

ii. This is what you need to know: 

 

d. Oaths (vs 33-37) 
i. This is what you’ve heard: 

 

ii. This is what you need to know: 
 
 

 
e. Retaliation (vs 38-42) 

i. This is what you’ve heard: 

 

ii. This is what you need to know: 
 

 
 

f. Love Your Enemies (vs 43-48) 
i. This is what you’ve heard: 

 

ii. This is what you need to know: 
 

 

5. Respecting God and His Word  
a. By not Restricting It (Legalism): 

 

b. By not Relaxing It (Liberalism): 
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6. Resolution: God’s commandments are not to be taken lightly. They 
are not to be abused or changed or misused. They are not to be 
relaxed or restricted. A proper respect of God’s Word, shows a proper 
respect for God.  
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TLC Retreat 2022 
Matthew 6:1-18  

Sincerity 
 

Greek words for sincere in the N.T. -  

G55  ἁγνῶς  hagnōs  sincerely 

G97  ἄδολος  adolos  sincere 

G1103 γνήσιος  gnēsios  own, sincerely, true 

G1506 εἰλικρινής  eilikrinēs  sincere, pure 

 

Bible Marking Key Words/Phrases 

- Expectation: when you ______ (vs. 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 16, 18) 
- Exhortation: beware/take heed/do not be like them (vs. 1, 5, 8, 16) 
- Motivation: to be seen/praised by (vs. 1, 2, 5, 16, 18) 
- Location: in secret (vs. 4, 6,18) 2x 
- Compensation: reward (vs. 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 16, 18) 
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Matthew 6:1-18 (ESV) 

1“Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by 
them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 

2 “Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do 
in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to 
you, they have received their reward. 3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your 
left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. And 
your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

5 “And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and 
pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by 
others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 6 But when you pray, go into 
your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father 
who sees in secret will reward you. 

7 “And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do, for they think 
that they will be heard for their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father 
knows what you need before you ask him. 9 Pray then like this: 

“Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name.[a] 
10 Your kingdom come, 
your will be done,[b] 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
11 Give us this day our daily bread,  
12 and forgive us our debts, 
    as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
13 And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. [For Yours is the              
kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.’] 

14 For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive 
you, 15 but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive 
your trespasses. 

16 “And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their 
faces that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received 
their reward. 17 But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 18 that your 
fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father 
who sees in secret will reward you. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%206%3A1-18&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23292a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%206%3A1-18&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23293b
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It’s a Matter of…Priority 
 
Matthew 6:19-34 English Standard Version 
19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy 
and where thieves break in and steal,  
20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.  
21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  
22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will 
be full of light,  
23 but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light 
in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!  
24 “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the 
other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve 
God and money.  
25 “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what 
you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, 
and the body more than clothing?  
26 Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and 
yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?  
27 And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life?  
28 And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how 
they grow: they neither toil nor spin,  
29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.  
30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is 
thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?  
31 Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we 
drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’  
32 For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that 
you need them all.  
33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will 
be added to you.  
34 “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for 
itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. 
 
 
 
 



    

27 
 

 
Words To Dive Into 

 
Mammon/Money: 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
“Take no thought”/Anxious: 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
“If therefore thine eye be single”: 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
Notes: 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
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Notes:_____________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
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Righteousness in Judgment: Matthew 7:1-12 
 
I. Introduction: (define terms) 

 
Righteousness (defined): (of a person or 
conduct) morally right or justifiable, virtuous Judgment (defined): The ability to make 

considered decisions or to come to sensible 
conclusions. 

 
Psalms 119: 172 My tongue shall speak of Thy word: 

for all Thy commandments are righteousness. 

 
Judging others is based on what? 

 
God’s judgments are also called: precepts, law, statutes, testimonies, commandments, 
covenant, word of God, way of truth) 

 
One of the “keys to Christianity” is ATTITUDE toward God’s 
Judgments/Authority. (Sermon on mount begins with Be-Attitudes.) 

 
A. Judging Others 

 
B. The Use of Pearls 

 
C. The Golden Rule 

 
II. Judging Others: 

A. What does the text NOT mean? verses 1-5 
 

1. Am I not to make judgments about others? John 7:24 discusses making righteous 
judgment. We may draw a wrong conclusion without proper examination. We are told not to 
judge according to appearance. Consider, does a judgment need to be made at all? Is there 
a “person” involved? Whose judgment are they seeking? From where are the “witnesses” 
getting information? We are called to be good fruit inspectors in order to know the root in the 
heart of man. 
Look in the context of verse 1 to verse 16 & 20. “know them by their fruits”…that means, 
what they are doing! Jam 1:23 “be ye doers of the word”. Luke 3:8 the fruit reveals the root 
in the heart. 

 
2. Does this mean God’s judgment does not apply to me (or others). John 12:48 
reveals how we will be judged on the Day of Judgment. 2 Thes. 1:8 (ignorant of 
God’s word) 

 
Appendix 1 (BORN IGNORGANT) 
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B. What does this text mean? verses 1-5 
 

1. Do not judge others beyond God’s judgment. v.1 (We will be judged by God 
the way we judge others in addition to the New Testament.) Judgment seat of 
Christ 2 Cor 5:10; John 12:48 

 
2. Examine yourself against the word of God. v 3 Do I first consider/examine 
myself? Jam. 1:25 (perfect law of liberty); Are my actions contrary to the 
scriptures? 2 Cor. 13:5; Am I sinning myself? Jam. 4:11; Am I in the place of 
judgment that doesn’t belong to me? Gen. 50: 19; How often should I examine 
myself? 1 Cor. 11:28; How do I spend my time and energy? Php. 2:3-4 (Notice: 
clarity given to ones who do not judge hypocritically.) Gal 6:1-2; Also, notice 
what happens when we do this. Does this please God?) 

 
III. The Use of pearls: 

How are we to handle scripture? (verses 6-11) <Pearls —The word of 
God> 

 
A. Does my attitude matter? “Take heed ‘what’ and ‘how’ you hear!-this is attitude! 
(Mark 4:24; Luke 8:18) 

 
B. Is it possible or mishandle God’s word? 2 Tim 2:15; song: this this the bible, God’s 
written word. 

 
C. Is it possible to know who are the dogs and the swine? (v 6) Who are they that 
“trample (the word of God) under their feet”…Who are they that “turn again and rend 
you”? (twist and tear God’s children)… Is this scripture randomly placed in between 
verses 1-5 & 7-12? Are we to seek God’s righteousness in judgment? What might 
hinder me or you? 

 
(Oxygen illustration - the airplane - “FIRST, put on your oxygen mask in order to help 
the person next to you!”—the use of pearls-be sober, be vigilant-in God’s word) 

 
D. What is “IT” in (v 7) ? Ask, Seek, Knock (v 14. few there be that find IT) 

“-eth” in the KJV is continuing action. 

1. Am I praying for this? Jam 4:2-3 points out our attitude 

“Door of my heart I hasten…” (hymn) 
 

a. My attitude toward: “IT IS WRITTEN”…the word of God, (OXYGEN 
illustration) provides sound mind and judgment. 

 
b. Be careful who you’re listening to! If you don’t know God’s word, you 
are not caring for “pearls/that which is holy”. It is a simple concept! 

2. What is my faith and trust in? Mar. 11:22-24 
 

E. (2 Pet 3:16-18) Be careful not to get something out of a text not intended. “Some 
take a text out of context and make it a pretext.” Cry out (prayer involved) to God for 
knowledge and spiritual understanding. (Prov. 2:1-5); James 1:5; Col 1: 9-10 
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IV. The Golden Rule: 

A. What does the “golden rule” mean? (v 12) Does a good servant practice this? 
 

B. Is this the judgment others (including brethren) want and/or need? 
 

C. Is this what Jesus practiced while on earth? Matt. 23:11 Song: Make me a servant 

1. What is just? (It’s never wrong to do the right thing; It’s never right to do the wrong thing.) 

2. How do you want and expect others to show justice? (Am I just?) 

3. Does anyone like to be dealt with dishonestly? 

4. Do you like being lied to? 

5. Do you respect others? 
 

5. Do you want to receive the wages you have agreed to receive? Or 
do you want to be cheated out of your pay? 
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Righteousness Overviewed. 

It is A Matter of... 
Choice 

Matt. 7:13-29 
TLC 

 
Intro: Luke 16:19-31 
 

1. Define Choice (chose, choose, chosen) 
a. Hebrew - bahar Pronunciation: baw-khar 

i.  verb - a primitive root; properly, to try, i.e. (by 
implication) select: -acceptable, appoint, choose 
(choice), excellent, join, be rather, require. 

1. Used 172 times in the KJV 
a. Job 9:14; 15:5; 29:25 
b. Gen. 13:11; Ex. 17:9; Josh. 24:15 
c. Ps. 84:11; 1Sam. 20:2; Ex. 14:7 

b. Hebrew - mibhar Pronunciation: mib-khawr 
i. masculine noun - from bahar; select, i.e. best: - choice(st), 

chosen. 
1. Used 12 times in the KJV 

a. Gen 23:6; Ex. 15:4; Deu. 12:11 
b. 2Kng. 19:23; Isa. 22:7; 37:24; 
c. Jer. 22:7;48:15; Exe. 23:7; 24:4-5... 

c. Greek - eklegomai Pronunciation: el-leg’-om-ahee 
i. verb - (in its primary sense); to select: - make choice, 

choose (out), chosen. 
1. Used 21 times in the KJV 

a. Mk. 13:20; Lk. 6:13; 10:42; 14:7 
b. Jhn. 6:70; 13:18; 15:16; 19 
c. Acts 13:17; 15:7; 22; 25 

d. Greek - exousia Pronunciation: ex-oo-see’-ah 
i. feminine noun - (in the sense of ability); privilege, i.e. 

(subjectively) force, capacity, competency, freedom, or 
(objectively) mastery (concretely, magistrate, superhuman, 
potentate, token of control), delegated influence: 
- authority, jurisdiction, liberty, power, right, strength. 

1. Used 103 times in the KJV 
a. Jhn. 10:18; Acts 5:4; Rom. 9:21 
b. 1 Cor. 7:37; 9:4-6; 11:10 
c. 1 Cor. 8:9; Rev. 17:13 
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2. God made choice - Acts 13:17; 15:7; Jam. 2:5 

a. God choosing who He judged fit to received His favors and 
separated from the rest of mankind to be peculiarly His own and to 
attend continually by His gracious oversight 

i. Israelites 
b. God the Father chose Christians, as those whom He set apart 

from irreligious multitude as dear unto himself, and whom He has 
rendered, through faith in Christ, citizens in His Son’s kingdom. 

i. The church (called out) of Christ 
c. Jesus, the Son of God chose His 12 apostles from among many. 

(Lk. 6:13; Jn.15:19) 
i. One He chose was a devil Jn. 6:70 

3. God gave choice - Gen. 2:16-17; Gen. 4:6-7 
a. God gave Adam a command. Within that command the choice to 

obey and the consequences for not obeying were given. 
i. “...She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.” 

Gen.3:6 
b. God gave Cain a choice...”do well and be accepted...do not do 

well and sin lies at the door but you should rule over it.” 
  i. “...Cain rose up against Abel his brother and killed him.”  

   Gen. 4:8 
c. God gave choice through the Prophets. Moses Deu. 30:19; 

Joshua Jos. 24:15; Isaiah Isa. 55:7; & Jeremiah Jer. 3:12. 
i. “...choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve,...” 

Jos.24:15 
4. God Judges choice - Jn. 5:22; 27; 2 Cor. 5:10 

a. God judged the choices of each nation, tribe, and people of men. 
i. “He shall judge among the nations,...” Ps. 110:6 

b. God judged the choices of His chosen people (Israelites) 
i. “For the Lord will judge His people...” Deu. 32:36 

c. God will judge the choices of all men 
i. “The Lord will Judge all flesh;...” Isa. 66:16 

 
Conclusion - God is the Choice 
“Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through Me.’” Jn. 14:6. 

Matthew 7:13-27 
● Choose the narrow gate 
● Choose the difficult way 
● Choose the good tree bearing good fruit 
● Choose to do the will of the Father in heaven 
● Choose to build on the rock 
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Jesus while in the flesh provided an example to us of the great power “choice” 
can yield. Jesus used His power of choice to fulfil and do the will of the Father in 
heaven. Since it is a matter of choice, we should go and choose likewise. 
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Retreat Survey 
 

Help us make the Texas Ladies in Christ Retreat even better next year! 

Give us your thoughts… 

 

Favorite Parts: 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

Least Favorite Parts: 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

Suggestions: 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 
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